Large volume haemorrhage following transoral robotic surgery (TORS) as a result of fibromuscular dysplasia: first reported case.
We present a case of a 61-year-old woman who suffered a haemorrhagic complication of an aneurysmal left lingual artery, secondary to fibromuscular dysplasia, following transoral robotic surgery (TORS). She was admitted through the emergency department 3 days after resection of a central base of tongue tumour. She suffered a massive haemorrhage requiring intensive care admission, blood transfusion, intubation, operative and endovascular intervention. The diagnosis of fibromuscular dysplasia was made at angiography. During attempts to embolise the culprit left lingual artery, the vessel dissected at its origin leading to arrest of bleeding. Repeat angiograms during her admission demonstrated unchanged appearances and ruled out recanalisation of the vessel. She was extubated and remained stable on the ward, discharged home some days later in good health. To our knowledge, this is the first ever reported case of fibromuscular dysplasia affecting the lingual artery leading to aneurysmal dilation and severe haemorrhage following TORS.